The Accidental Bestseller by Wendy Wax

Discussion Questions:

1. In the beginning of the book, Kendall has placed all her career hopes on winning an industry award.  Was that unrealistic?  Would her life have been all okay if she had won?

2. Kendall struggles in some ways with envy over the career and life her friend Mallory has.  Is it possible to be jealous of someone but still genuinely love and care for them?

3. In many ways, the Accidental Bestseller is about secrets and lies.  Faye and Mallory are keeping some pretty big secrets while Kendall is deeply affected by the secrets and lies of others.  Do you think it is safe to say that most people live with secrets and lies like these?

4. If you don’t know all of your friends’ secrets, as is the case with the women in the book, are you really friends?  Does honesty matter above all else?

5. All of the writers in the story very much define themselves by what they do.   Do you find that’s true for most people?  What if that career based definition of self was taken away from you?

6. Lacy, the assistant editor takes some pretty big risks to work around Jane and get the book published and supported the way it should be.  What motivated her?  Do you think an older, more seasoned employee would have done the same thing?

7. Why do you think the author chose to have some of the women in new relationships like Tanya and Lacy and others in long standing marriages, like Kendall, Mallory and Faye?  Compare the relationships and the affect they have on the women.

8. Kendall, Faye and Tanya all have children in different stages of life and yet their children very much affect their decision making. Discuss the differences and level of importance the children have.

9. The Accidental Bestseller is very much a book within a book.  As a reader how did you react to that?  Did it make you think more about the author and real world outside the book?  

10. In the end, the truth comes out for all four of the friends and though their lives may be changed it seems to be for the better.  Do you think the truth does always make things better?   How would the story have been different if no one had ever found out how the book got written?  

