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“All of my class pictures from Sunshine Elementary School are displayed at 
the Gulf Beaches Historical Museum on Pass-a-Grille,” says Wendy Wax, speaking 
about her childhood in St. Pete Beach, Florida.  “Fish Broil was the big event every 
fall and the best days were when we had recess or art class on the beach, but what I 
remember best is running loose with my friends and exploring every inch of the 
beach we called our own.  Is it any surprise it’s still one of my favorite places in the 
world? Or that it ended up as the setting in one of my books?  It was bound to      
happen someday.”    
 
 Someday came when Wendy began reading about how the lives of so many 
people, from so many different walks of life, changed dramatically as a result of 
Bernie Madoff’s Ponzi scheme.  It wasn’t long before she was imagining a scenario 
in which three women face bankruptcy at the hands of an unscrupulous money       
manager.  At the end of the day, these three strangers discover that all that’s left of their savings is shared       
ownership of a once-glorious beachfront mansion. They’re faced with a choice. They can cut their losses and sell 
for whatever amount of money they can get, or—in a bid for solvency—accept the backing of a local contractor in 
order to restore the historic property themselves, bit-by-backbreaking bit. 
 
 The basics of her plot and the themes Wendy imagined—women facing adversity, making choices,          
redefining themselves and discovering the strength of friendship—gave her a wide range of possible settings for 
TEN BEACH ROAD.  When it came time to embrace ambiance, architectural styles, and local color, she chose a 
place she knows well, her hometown of St. Pete Beach. It was right for so many reasons. Its tropical climate, dual 
cultures of vacationers and residents, and even the current real estate market fit her story well, and presented  
challenges her characters might not have faced elsewhere.  Of course, it also gave Wendy an opportunity to      
indulge in researching the Mediterranean-Revival architectural style she so admires and the history of the area, as 
well as to share her pleasure in magnificent Gulf sunsets and some of her favorite spots in Historic Pass-a-Grille. 
  
 Among her fondest memories are visits to her local library. Wendy read voraciously as a child, becoming 
fast friends with Nancy Drew and Anne of Green Gables. Her love affairs with language and storytelling paid off 
beginning with her first shift at the campus radio station while studying journalism at the University of Georgia. 
 
 Wendy returned home, graduated from the University of South Florida and then worked for the Tampa PBS 
affiliate, WEDU-TV, behind and in front of the camera.  Her resume includes on air work, voiceovers and            
production work on a variety of commercial projects and several feature films. She was best-known in the Tampa 
Bay area as the host of Desperate & Dateless, a radio matchmaking program that aired on WDAE radio, and     
nationally as host of The Home Front, a magazine format show that aired on PBS affiliates across the country. 
 
 The mother of a toddler and an infant when she decided to change careers, Wendy admits it may not have 
been the best timing in terms of productivity. “I’m still not certain why I felt so compelled to write my first novel at 
that particular time,” she says, “but that first book took forever.” Since then she’s written six others, including    
Magnolia Wednesdays, the Romance Writers of America RITA Award finalist The Accidental Bestseller and 
Single in Suburbia. Her novel 7 Days and 7 Nights was honored with the Virginia Romance Writers Holt         
Medallion Award. Her work has been sold to publishers in ten countries and to the  Rhapsody Book Club, and her 
novel, Hostile Makeover, was excerpted in Cosmopolitan magazine. 

 
 Wendy lives in Atlanta, which she has called home for 14 years.  A former            
broadcaster, she spends much of her non-writing time speaking to writer’s groups and book 
clubs, enjoying time with her husband and sons, and visiting her family in St. Pete. She      

continues to devour books.   
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